
for not subduing his pas-
sions. 

 

Noble examples of self-
control include many in the 
Bible. Joseph was relentless-
ly tempted by Potiphar's 
wife, but he refused to give 
in (Gen. 39:7-12). Paul exer-
cised it, as he said, "But I 
discipline my body and bring 
it into subjection, lest, when 
I have preached to others, I 
myself should become dis-
qualified" (1 Cor. 9:27). Je-
sus exemplified self-control, 

"when He was reviled, [He] 
did not revile in return; 
when He suffered, He did 
not threaten" (1 Pet. 2:23). 
The Lord could do this be-
cause He "committed Him-
self to Him who judges 
righteously" (1 Pet. 2:23). 

 

We need to learn self-
control; to submit ourselves 
to the will of God. This is 
true when it comes to our 
tempers, tongues and in 
sexual temptations (Gal. 
5:20; Jas. 3:1-12; Matt. 

5:28). Our knowledge ought 
to give birth to self-control 
as we understand our duties 
and the consequences for 
not keeping them. If we 
subdue our ungodly pas-
sions, we will find a great 
reward. If we pursue them, 
we will lose our souls. 

 

Christ said, "not My will, but 
Yours, be done" (Lk. 22:42). 
Is this what we say? Is this 
what we do?  ~ 

Steven F. Deaton  
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George W. Bailey 

 

That Jesus Christ is the Sav-
ior of the world is a fact 
that is widely believed. Be-
fore Jesus was born, an an-
gel appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, telling him of 
Mary's child, saying, "and 
thou shalt call his name Je-
sus, for he shall save his 
people from their 
sins." (Matt. 1:21) 

 

In the midst of his ministry, 

Jesus himself declared, 
"The Son of man came to 
seek and to save that which 
was lost." (Lk. 19:10) 

 

After the death and resur-
rection of Christ, John said, 
"And we have beheld and 
bear witness that the Fa-
ther hath sent the Son to 
be the Savior of the 
world." (I John 4:14) 

 

From these three state-
ments we see that (1) be-

fore his coming, (2) during 
his ministry, and (3) after 
his leaving of the world, 
Jesus was declared to be 
the Savior of men. 

 

Salvation Only In Christ 

 

Christ being the Savior of 
the world, we know that 
salvation is in him. Man 
cannot be saved until his 
sins are forgiven. Sins are 
not forgiven until one has 
been redeemed by the 
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blood of Christ; for we 
read, "the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin." (I John 1:7) Also 
Paul declares that we have 
"our redemption through 
his blood." (Eph. 1:7) 

 

The blood of Christ is con-
nected with the body of 
Christ. Is not that only ac-
cording to nature? Could 
the body of Christ give and 
impart life apart from his 
blood? Can any human 
body continue to possess 
life apart from its blood? 
The church of the Lord has 
been purchased with the 
blood of Jesus. (Acts 20:28) 
Now we have this connec-
tion: one is saved in Christ; 
one is saved by the blood; 
the blood is in the body. 
Hence, no person can have 
the one without the other. 
This agrees with Paul's 
statement, "Therefore, I 
endure all things for the 
elect's sake that they may 
also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory." (II Tim. 2:10) 

 

 

Salvation Only In The 
Church 

 

Someone may say, I grant 
you all that; but still what 
has that to do with the 
church? Let us apply the 
laws of logic or reason; can 
you speak of a man without 
speaking of his person? Can 
you speak of one's person 
without speaking of his 
body? Suppose a physician, 
upon examination of a pa-
tient, discovers the patient 
has been shot with a bullet. 
He exclaims, "I found a bul-
let in this person." Would 
he have meant that the 
bullet was found in the per-
son's body? What else 
could he have meant? How 
could a bullet be in a per-
son without being in his 
body? When we speak of 
any member of the human 
body, we are speaking of 
the body of the person who 
possesses the member. We 
cannot speak of a man's 
head, for example, without 
speaking of the man. We 
cannot speak of being in 
Christ without speaking of 
the body of Christ. 

 

No one could hope for 
heaven without the spiritu-
al blessings which are so 
essential to our salvation. 
Yet Paul declares that all 
spiritual blessings are "in 
Christ." (Eph. 1:3) The tem-
poral blessings may be en-
joyed even by infidels, 
atheists, and rebellious and 
scornful men. But blessings 
of a spiritual nature are re-
served for those who are in 
Christ, in his body, in his 
church. For, in this sense, 
Christ, his body, and the 
church are identical. 

 

The Church Is The Kingdom 

 

John speaks of the church 
as a kingdom. (Rev. 1:4,6,9) 
If there is only one church 
(Eph. 4:4,5), then there 
must be only one religious 
kingdom. Whatever may be 
said in the New Testament 
regarding the kingdom may 
be said regarding the 
church. Consider: 

 

First. Paul said the Lord, 
"delivered us out of the 
power of darkness and 
translated us into the king-
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dom of the Son of his 
love." (Col. 1:13) If one is in 
the kingdom of Christ, he is 
out of the kingdom of dark-
ness; if he is not in the king-
dom of Christ, he is still in 
the kingdom of darkness. 

 

Second. Concerning the 
Lord's Supper, Christ said, "I 
shall not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's 
kingdom." (Matt. 26:29) 
When we partake of the 
Lord's Supper, we proclaim 
"his death.” (I Cor. 11:26) 
Now since the Supper is in 

the kingdom, how can any-
one partake of it and de-
clare the death of Jesus un-
til he is in the kingdom? 

 

Third. Jesus said, "Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God 
and his righteous-
ness.” (Matt. 6:33) Does 
not the word "seek" carry 
with it the idea of 
"earnestly looking for" or 
"desiring?” But why should 
Jesus make a statement of 
that kind if one does not 
have to be a member of the 
kingdom, or church? What 
shall we do with the king-
dom (and righteousness) of 

God when we find it? Does 
it not stand to reason that 
upon discovery of the 
"righteousness" of God, we 
discover also the kingdom 
of God, even the Father." (I 
Cor. 15:24) If at the end of 
time the kingdom of Christ 
will be delivered up to God, 
how can he who is not in 
the kingdom be delivered 
to God? How can anyone 
hope to have God as king 
without being in the king-
dom over which the Son is 
now ruler, and over which 
God is to reign eternally? 
One can have no hope of 
salvation outside the 
church!  ~ 

Peter wrote, "But also for 
this very reason, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
to knowledge self-
control..." (2 Pet. 1:5, 6). 
Thayer says the Greek word 
for self-control carries the 
idea of "the virtue of one 

who masters his desires 
and passions, esp. his sen-
sual appetites." One is to 
control himself in all areas. 

 

There are some negative 
examples; those who did 
not have self-control. Saul's 

envy revealed a deficiency 
of it (1 Sam. 18:9). David 
lacked it when he com-
mitted adultery with Bath-
sheba (2 Sam. 11:2-5). Too, 
Solomon had almost no self
-control in reference to 
women (1 Kgs. 11:1-4). 
Each man was condemned 

Self-Control 


